THE ADMINISTRATION

to the general control of the Scottish Office over the Departments of
Health and Agriculture.1

The statutory undertakers with monopoly powers for the supply of
water, gas, transport and electricity were similarly brought into close
relations with the general administrative machine through the develop-
ment of the powers now vested in the Ministry of Housing and Local
Government, the Secretary for Scotland, the Board of Trade, the
Ministry of Transport and the Ministry of Power. The telegraph and
telephone system was transferred bodily (subject to one exception in
the control of a local authority) to the Post Office; and the railways
were not effectively related to the general administrative system until
powers were given to the Ministry of Transport in 1921.

The return to the semi-autonomous body is, however, a more recent
tendency. Before 1939 it proceeded furthest through the development
of the control of passenger and goods transport by the Ministry of
Transport and of the control of agriculture by the Ministry of Agri-
culture and Fisheries and the Department of Agriculture for Scotland.
There were, however, bodies similarly semi-independent but in close
relations with other departments. Among them were the Board of
Control and the General Board of Control for Scotland, the Racecourse
Betting Control Board, the trade boards, the industrial courts, the
National Assistance Board, the British Broadcasting Corporation,
the various professional bodies connected with the Privy Council, the
Ministry of Health, and the Department of Health for Scotland, the
various bodies dealing with mining and related to the Board of Trade,
the Development Commission and the University Grants Committee.

The development became even more rapid after the Labour party
obtained a majority for the first time in 1945. It is, however, important
to notice that the Labour Government did not use a single new consti-

1 The recent development of the Scots administrative system is of great interest and
would repay a study by a Scots administrative lawyer. The system of central administra-
tive boards was especially familiar in Scotland, but was disapproved by the Royal
Commission on the Civil Service (1914), 4th Report, col. 7338, ch. IX, paras. 68, 69, 72.
It was therefore abolished in respect of the Board of Health, the Board of Agriculture
and the Prison Commission by the Reorganisation of Offices (Scotland) Act, 1928. See
Royal Commission on the Civil Service (1929), Minutes of Evidence, p. 1395. For
a summary of development since 1885 see the Report of the Royal Commission on
Scottish Affairs (1952-54), Cmd. 9212, pp. 109-10.